
Hayley Christine Shepard JD 

This past Friday, May 3rd, the Northern Kentucky University Chase School of Law held its commencement 

exercises, at which Juris Doctor degrees were presented to about 100 students in the Faculty. The ceremony 

was held on the University campus where students, faculty, honored guests and proud family members gath-

ered in the Truist Arena. Half of the very large arena had been set up auditorium-style and great views of the 

students and the stage were available to all attendees. 

Molly and I had driven down to NKU to arrive at the arena in time for a reception (food, coffee, lemonade—

the campus is dry!) where the students and their families mingled prior to the ceremony.  

Right on time at 6pm, the students, Faculty and guests filed into the audito-

rium, the National Anthem was sung, and the proceedings got underway. 

The Order of Exercises followed a rather 

traditional format with recognition of the 

faculty and staff preceding speeches by various guests, valedictory address-

es and the Commencement Address. Then it was on to the Presentation of 

the Candidates for Degrees and the reading of the names of the JD and  



 

Master of Legal Studies students. Each filed on to the dais, had their stoles put over their heads, shook hands 

with several officials and received their diploma (or, at least a black tube representing the certificate). Hay-

ley’s name was called about three quarters of the way down the 100+ list, at which time seven family repre-

sentatives (mom, dad, brother and girlfriend, aunt, grandparents) had their chance to applaud and feel 

proud.  
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The ceremony lasted a little over ninety minutes (a far cry from the seemingly interminable high school and 

baccalaureate equivalents) and the new graduates left the auditorium. Family and friends followed for gath-

erings outside at which congratulations were extended, photographs taken, and hugs exchanged.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The weekend celebration wasn’t over for the Shepard fami-

ly, however, as a larger group of family and friends was 

treated to a brunch at Blinkers Tavern in Covington. Molly 

and I attended, along with mom, dad, brother, cousins, aunt 

and uncle and friends (including a fellow degree recipient 

from Hayley’s class). Toasts to the graduate and a very 

pleasant meal concluded the formal celebrations of the 

weekend—but there is a suggestion that some continued 
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less formal toasts and congratulatory sessions. 

 

Molly and I are immensely proud of our granddaughter and wish her well in the Bar Examination in July and 

all her future endeavors. 


