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Thursday March 7 

We had stayed at the airport Marriott (after dinner at Morton’s downtown) so we caught the 6am 

shuttle from the hotel. We were soon checked in and through Security (despite it being much busier than 

we have seen in years) and had time for a coffee in the Sky Club before our 8:10 flight to Salt Lake City. 

It was raining heavily in Salt Lake but was much warmer (50F) than the 20’s we had left in Cincinnati. The 

connection was easy enough and we were soon on our way to Sacramento where we arrived essentially 

on time about 12:20. We got our bags quickly and were equally lucky getting the rental car bus and then 

the car itself. Consequently, we were at the Spring Hill Suites by shortly after 1pm. They had a room 

ready for us, so we checked in, unpacked and then went to the local Starbucks. I went for a short walk 

after that and then we stayed in the room until dinner time. 

Sammy had skating practice this evening (two nights a week, plus Saturday morning!) so it was almost 

8:30 before we met at Chili’s. We had a very pleasant catch-up and meal before saying goodnight just 

before 10pm. 

Friday March 8 

I went for a four mile walk first thing and then Molly and I set off to go to iHOP for breakfast. However, 

when we got to the car in the hotel parking lot, we found that the driver’s side real quarter panel win-

dow had been smashed and the rear seat was folded down to expose the trunk Obviously, someone 

must have thought that we had something of value in there but in fact we had left it empty, Still, it was 

annoying and it meant that we had to drive to the airport after breakfast and get the car replaced. The 

Hertz staff were very efficient and helpful, and we were soon on our way again. 

We then drove to Arden Mall in search of a house-warming gift for Cyndi and Christopher (successful!) 

and we returned to the hotel for the afternoon. 

Cyndi and Christopher picked us up at 6:40 (Sammy had a “date”) and we went to Espanol (an Italian res-

taurant!) for a very pleasant “adult” dinner. 

Saturday March 9 

We went to Starbucks for a light breakfast and then went to the roller rink to watch Sammy practice. We 

were there about two hours before meeting up with Christopher for lunch at Panera. 

In the afternoon we had a tour of their new home. We thought it was very well laid out and – when they 

find a home for everything – it will be an excellent replacement for the one they just sold. We also spent 

a little time watching videos of Sammy’s most recent competitions in roller skating. 

After a quick stop at the hotel, we all met up again at California Pizza kitchen for an early dinner. Tonight, 

Sammy has a sleepover with a friend but wanted to have dinner with us before going to her friend’s 

home. Consequently, we were back at the hotel by 8pm. 



Sunday March 10 

We had a coffee at Starbucks first thing and later met Cyndi, Christopher and Sammy for brunch at Mel’s 

Diner. We then went to their house and spent a little time moving boxes to facilitate new carpet installa-

tion tomorrow. The only empty room before we started was what will be the “Jungle Room” so every-

thing had to find a home there temporarily. Larger, heavier pieces will be moved when the installer 

comes on Monday. 

Tonight, we had dinner at Chevys before saying our 

goodbyes until our next visit in August. Having celebrat-

ed Cyndi’s birthday on Friday, we called tonight a cele-

bration of Christopher’s upcoming birthday and so he 

received the special Chevys treatment! 

Monday March 11 

We had breakfast at iHOP and then returned to the ho-

tel to finish packing. We checked out at 10:30 and went 

to the airport. After checking in the car, we had almost 

two hours before our 1:10 flight to Salt Lake City. Both 

this and the final leg to Cincinnati were on time so we 

were home shortly after midnight after another special 

weekend with our California family. 




