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This was our second visit to both Cyprus and Greece, although it had been 14 

years since we were last in Cyprus and 22 years since our previous visit to 

Greece. Consequently, we were not only interested in seeing the sites we had 

enjoyed previously, as well as perhaps some new ones, but also wondered about 

each country might have changed in the intervening years. Both had been 

members of the European Union when we last visited (although, in the case of 

Cyprus, for only a few months) but neither were using the Euro when we were 

there. We knew, of course, of the financial problems that Greece has encoun-

tered in recent years but knew little of the relative prosperity in Cyprus. 

So, we were anxious to experience whatever changes might have occurred in 

both countries but were primarily there to see the history and culture that both 

have maintained over the centuries—and which, presumably had changed little 

in the first two decades of the 21st century. 

In both countries, we chose to stay in just one location, rather than moving 

from city to city every few days. Cyprus is small enough that we could see eve-

rything on the island from our base in Larnaca through the use of a rental car. 

In Greece, we stayed in the center of Athens and, in addition to visiting ancient 

sites in that city, we took day trips out on guided bus tours. As with virtually 

every place we have been in the world, a second visit did not disappoint and we 

feel that future trips to each country would be equally enjoyable. 
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Cyprus and Athens, April 2018 
 

Tuesday April 10/Wednesday April 11 

We left home a little before 2pm, parked in the airport Fast Park lot and were checked in and relaxing in 

the lounge for about 1 ½ hours before our overnight flight to Paris. We arrived on time and had another 

3 hours in the Air France Lounge before making our way to our 12:30pm (now Wednesday) flight to 

Athens.  

This flight too was on time and we had a good meal during the 3 ½ hour period. We had good views of 

the Swiss Alps but ten it was mostly cloud cover until we were close to Athens. In Athens we had about 

two hours which translated to about 45 minutes in the Aegean Airlines lounge after going through Pass-

port Control and Security yet again. 

The 1 ½ hour Aegean flight over the Mediterranean was also cloud covered until we were almost over 

Larnaca. We regretfully turned down the dinner offered but were 

very impressed with the cabin crew and how well-groomed and 

dressed they were. Again, Delta could learn a lot. 

We arrived in Larnaca a little early and were thankful to see our 

bags arrive. We picked up the rental car with minimal hassle and 

soon found the hotel. It is right on the coast with just a road and 

promenade between us and the sea. By now (about 9pm local) we 

were quite wide awake and even a little hungry so we went to the 

restaurant in the hotel for a “light” meal, sitting outside in the pleas-

ant evening air. Molly had salad and I had soup and we shared a 

cheese plate – or at least as much as we could; it was enormous! 

Consequently it was after 11 by the time we left the restaurant and 

close to midnight before we turned in. 

Thursday April 12 

We both slept very well and it was after nine 

when we awoke and got ready for breakfast. We 

ate in the hotel – a rather well-stocked buffet – 

and then got ready for our day out. It was al-

ready close to 70F but a little overcast with a 

breeze; about perfect for a stroll. 

 

 

“Our” beach and the Promenade 
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We walked north along the water’s edge into the center of town, taking note of likely restaurants as we 

went. We saw the Medieval castle on the sea front and then turned left for a couple of blocks along a pe-

destrianized way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end was the Church of St Lazarus, dedicated to Lazarus who spent about thirty years in Cyprus 

and was finally entombed here on the site of the church. The tomb was raided apparently several hundred 

years ago and the body taken to Marseilles so now all that is left is the tomb itself and one small relic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Between the years 1382–98 the small Byzantine fortification located near the 
harbor was upgraded to a more substantial castle. It is thought that a castle had 
been on this site since the 12th Century. 

By the 18th century the castle started losing importance and was abandoned. In 

the first half of the 18th century it was recorded that the castle was in a semi-

ruined state; yet there was still garrison protecting it. It was theorized that the 

castle could have been built by the Ottomans due to its Turkish style and in-

scriptions. 

Throughout British Rule, the castle was used as a prison. 

Larnaca Castle 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman_architecture
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The Orthodox church has a very ornate iconostasis with St Lazarus depicted in the usual position, two 

icons to the right of the central doorway to the altar.  The small church is otherwise quite sparsely deco-

rated but has several small stone domes and a number of large hanging candelabra. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Greek Orthodox 

Church of St Lazarus 

The Church of Saint Lazarus is named for New Testament figure Lazarus of Bethany, 

the subject of a miracle recounted in the Gospel of John, in which Jesus raises him 

from the dead. According to Orthodox tradition, sometime after the Resurrection of 

Christ, Lazarus was forced to flee Judea because of rumored plots on his life and 

came to Cyprus. He was appointed as the first Bishop of Kition (present-day Larnaca). 

He is said to have lived for thirty more years and on his death was buried there for the 

second and last time.  

Tradition says that the place of Lazarus' tomb was lost during the period of Arab rule 
beginning in 649. In 890, a tomb was found in Larnaca bearing the inscription 
"Lazarus, four days dead, friend of Christ". Emperor Leo VI of Byzantium had Laza-
rus' remains transferred to Constantinople in 898. The transferred relics were later 
looted by the Fourth Crusade in the early 13th century and were brought 
to Marseille but subsequently lost.  In recompense to Larnaca, Emperor Leo had the 
Church of St. Lazarus erected over Lazarus' tomb in the late 9th to early 10th centu-
ries. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Testament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lazarus_of_Bethany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_John
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orthodox_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection_of_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection_of_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kition_(ancient_state)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arab
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leo_VI_the_Wise
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Relic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Translation_(relics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantinople
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fourth_Crusade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marseille
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We then walked to the local (only?) Starbucks in Larnaca 

(perhaps in the whole of Cyprus) and had a light lunch. We said 

we would try this one Starbucks (large with a nice outdoor seating 

area overlooking the promenade, but would then sample the many 

local variety of coffee shops during the rest of our stay. 

We walked back to the hotel, sat on the balcony for a while and 

then slept until almost dinner time. Tonight we walked about 10 

minutes to a local “Mom and Pop” restaurant (although quite 

large) and were greeted and served like old friends. We ordered a 

salad/soup and main course but included (although we didn’t 

know it) were bread, garlic bread, salad, French Fries, small des-

sert and an after dinner drink! The head waiter (owner?) made a 

big fuss over us and even insisted that Molly try some of the meat 

from the head of her (whole) fish. He somewhat lavishly prepared 

it table side and was adamant that she try it – which she did! It 

was a delightful 2 ½ hour experience and an easy walk back to the 

hotel at almost 11pm. 

Friday April 13 

It was sunny and warmer today (getting into the mid-seventies) so, after breakfast, we set off on the 

coast road towards Limassol. Actually, we caught only brief glimpses of the sea but the road was quiet 

and it was a pleasant drive. 

About 15 miles east of Limassol, we made our first stop at the ancient ruins of Amatheus. The area un-

der an archeological dig covers quite a span in time and includes a number of settlements dating back to 

about 1100 BC and including Greek, Roman and Medieval sites. The major areas that we saw were the 

Agora (market place) and the Temple of Aphrodite (the second most important of her monuments, in 

this her country). Further up the hillside is the site of the Acropolis but we chose not to make the climb 

when we saw that very little can be seen even today after extensive excavation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The pre-history of Amathus mixes myth and archaeology.  Archaeology has de-
tected human activity from the earliest Iron Age (c. 1100 BC). The city's leg-
endary founder was Cinyras, linked with the birth of Adonis, who called the 
city after his mother Amathous. According to a version of the Ariadne legend 
noted by Plutarch, Theseus abandoned Ariadne at Amathousa, where she died 
giving birth to her child and was buried in a sacred tomb. According to Plu-
tarch's source, Amathousians called the sacred grove where her shrine was sit-
uated the Wood of Aphrodite Ariadne. More purely Hellenic myth would have 
Amathus settled instead by one of the sons of Heracles, thus accounting for the 
fact that he was worshiped there. 

Amathus was built on the coastal cliffs with a natural harbor and flourished at 

an early date. Phoenicians, Greeks and Levantines came here and, high on the 

cliff a temple was built, which became a worship site devoted to Aphrodite, in 

her particular local presence as Aphrodite Amathusia along with a bearded 

male Aphrodite called Aphroditos.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cinyras
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plutarch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theseus
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We spent about 1 ½ hours slowly wandering amongst the ruins and admiring the detective work in-

volved in putting together even this small piece of a much larger jig-saw puzzle. There are still hundreds 

of pieces on the ground and work is continuing but today we were able to get a reasonable impression of 

what must have been a magnificent area 2000-3000 years ago. 

 

 

Ancient Amatheus and the temple of Aphrodite 
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We then drove into Limassol and soon found a nice café for a sandwich lunch. This was right next to a 

Medieval castle (which we didn’t go in) with, again, dozens of ancient stone artifacts from the old city 

and around the area – just laid on the ground surrounding the castle itself. We then made a short walk to 

the Cathedral, which, although dating only from the 1800s, was very ornately decorated in the Orthodox 

style. On the walk there we passed a mosque which the guide book pointed out was still in use by a pop-

ulation of Turkish Cypriot Moslems. Apparently there is considerable “cross-border” mixing in many 

cities, despite the island being almost all Greek in the South and Turkish in the North. 

 

 

About 3:45 we left Limassol and drove the motorway directly 

back to Larnaca and our hotel after an interesting day covering a 

wide range of historical, cultural and religious aspects. 

Tonight we again walked less than ½ mile from the hotel for din-

ner. This restaurant was on the waterfront but we didn’t have any 

views over the sea. The meal was adequate (not as good as last 

night) and the service much more “American style” – but the price 

was right! Less than $60 including wine, dessert and coffee. 

 

 

Saturday April 14 

Today was the day for our visit to Nicosia, less than one hour away by car. Nicosia is the capital of Cy-

prus but, like Berlin, Vienna and others after World War II, it is a divided city with a narrow buffer zone 

between the southern (Greek) and northern (Turkish) side. In the view of the “southerners”, the northern 

third of the island is “occupied” by the Turkish army and there is fundamentally a cease-fire that has 

existed for over 45 years. The conflict dates to the independence of Cyprus from Britain and, as seems 

to have happened in so many cases when independence is gained, the various factions held together by 

the ruling country begin to assert their authority and conflict arises. So, Nicosia is an interesting city!! 
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Cyprus is the third largest and third most populous island in the Mediterranean. Cyprus is located 
south of Turkey, west of Syria and Lebanon, northwest of Israel, north of Egypt, and southeast 
of Greece. 

As a strategic location in the Middle East, Cyprus has been occupied by several major powers, includ-
ing the empires of the Assyrians, Egyptians and Persians, from whom the island was seized in 333 BC 
by Alexander the Great. Subsequent rule by Ptolemaic Egypt, the Classical and Eastern Roman Em-
pire, Arab caliphates for a short period, the French Lusignan dynasty and the Venetians, was followed 
by over three centuries of Ottoman rule between 1571 and 1878.  

Cyprus was placed under British administration based on the Cyprus Convention in 1878 and was for-
mally annexed by Britain in 1914. While Turkish Cypriots made up 18% of the population, the partition 
of Cyprus and creation of a Turkish state in the north became a policy of Turkish Cypriot leaders and 
Turkey in the 1950s. Turkish leaders for a period advocated the annexation of Cyprus to Turkey as Cy-
prus was considered an "extension of Anatolia" by them; while, since the 19th century, the majori-
ty Greek Cypriot population and its Orthodox church had been pursuing union with Greece, which be-
came a Greek national policy in the 1950s.  Following nationalist violence in the 1950s, Cyprus 
was granted independence in 1960. In 1963, the 11-year intercommunal violence between Greek Cypri-
ots and Turkish Cypriots started, which displaced more than 25,000 Turkish Cypriots and brought the 
end of Turkish Cypriot representation in the republic. On 15 July 1974, a coup d'état was staged 
by Greek Cypriot nationalists and elements of the Greek military junta in an attempt at enosis, the in-
corporation of Cyprus into Greece. This action precipitated the Turkish invasion of Cyprus on 20 July, 
which led to the capture of the present-day territory of Northern Cyprus in the following month, after a 
ceasefire collapsed, and the displacement of over 150,000 Greek Cypriots  and 50,000 Turkish Cypri-
ots.  A separate Turkish Cypriot state in the north was established by unilateral declaration in 1983; 
the move was widely condemned by the international community, with Turkey alone recognizing the 
new state. These events and the resulting political situation are matters of a continuing dispute. 

The Republic of Cyprus has de jure sovereignty over the entire island, including its territorial wa-
ters and exclusive economic zone, with the exception of the Sovereign Base Areas of Akrotiri and 
Dhekelia, which remain under British control according to the London and Zürich Agreements. Howev-
er, the Republic of Cyprus is de facto partitioned into two main parts: the area under the effective con-
trol of the Republic, located in the south and west, and comprising about 59% of the island's area; and 
the north, administered by the self-declared Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, covering about 36% 
of the island's area. Another nearly 4% of the island's area is covered by the UN buffer zone. The inter-
national community considers the northern part of the island as territory of the Republic of Cyprus oc-
cupied by Turkish forces. The occupation is viewed as illegal under international law, amounting to 
illegal occupation of EU territory since Cyprus became a member of the European Union. 

Nicosia is the largest city on the island of Cyprus. Nicosia is the capital and seat of government of Cy-
prus, and as such is the farthest southeast of all EU member states' capitals. It has been continuously 
inhabited for over 4,500 years and has been the capital of Cyprus since the 10th century. The Greek 
Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot communities of Nicosia segregated into the south and north of the city re-
spectively in 1963. This division became a militarized border between the Republic of Cyprus and 
Northern Cyprus after Turkey invaded the island in 1974, occupying the north of the country, including 
northern Nicosia. Today North Nicosia is the capital of Northern Cyprus, a state recognized only by 
Turkey and is considered to be occupied Cypriot territory by the international community. 

Apart from its legislative and administrative functions, Nicosia has established itself as the island's fi-
nancial capital and its main international business center. In 2015, Nicosia was the 6th richest city in 
the world in relative purchasing power.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_East
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neo-Assyrian_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Achaemenid_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_the_Great
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caliphate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caliphate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caliphate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyprus_Convention
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_Cypriot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cypriot_Orthodox_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_and_Z%C3%BCrich_Agreements
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_Cypriots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkish_Cypriots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_Cypriots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkish_Cypriots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/EOKA_B
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cypriot_refugees
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Cyprus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_community
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_jure
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sovereignty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Territorial_waters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exclusive_economic_zone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Territorial_waters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exclusive_economic_zone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akrotiri_and_Dhekelia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_facto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyprus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Nicosia
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We had to show our passports at both sides of “DMZ” but the 

process went rather quickly and we were soon in the Turkish 

speaking and Moslem Cyprus. The area had changed signifi-

cantly since our last visit about 15 years ago and both sides of 

the border had lots of shops along the narrow streets. The north-

ern side is clearly less affluent and the roads and sidewalks are 

more in need of repair but there seems to have been significant 

improvement since our earlier visit.  

 

 

We visited three “highlights” from the guide book. First was 

Selimeye Mosque that had been converted from a church in the 

16th century. The outside still looked more like a church than a 

mosque, except for the two minarets that had been added, but 

the inside was the carpeted, unadorned open space typical of 

mosques. It is an impressive building, however, for either faith 

and sits in a quiet tree-lined square. 

 

 

Selimiye Mosque, histori-

cally known as the Cathe-

dral of Saint Sophia, is a 

former Roman Catho-

lic cathedral converted into 

a mosque, located in North 

Nicosia. It is the main 

mosque of the city. The 

Selimiye Mosque is housed 

in the largest and oldest 

surviving Gothic church 

in Cyprus possibly con-

structed on the site of an 

earlier Byzantine Church. 

Northern Nicosia; distinctly Turkish 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosque
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Nicosia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Nicosia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gothic_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyprus
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Next was Attaturk Square. There wasn’t much to distinguish 

it from the surrounding area except a 15th century Venetian 

column and what appeared to be civic buildings on three 

sides. Attaturk was the leader of the newly independent Tur-

key in the 1930s and introduced the secular state almost 

overnight. We recall that he was still highly revered on our 

visit to Turkey and clearly has a following here in Cyprus. 

Finally, we stopped at the “fort”. This is now (and apparent-

ly always was) a small stone-walled courtyard which today 

houses two levels of boutique shops and cafes. It is difficult 

to see how it could have been of military use, except that it is 

built of hefty stone blocks, and is really too small to be any-

thing but the shopping area that it is. 

 

Before crossing back into “Greek” Cyprus we had a coffee 

and some baklava sitting outside in the warm (mid-

eighties) sunshine. It was a short but pleasant visit to the 

Turkish side and another reminder of how easily a country 

can be divided – and remain so for decades. We read that 

talks of unification are ongoing so perhaps there is hope of 

a single country once more. 

Tucked away in a back street next to a mosque was a stone 

casket and memorial to an Ottoman Martyr of 1571, a re-

minder of that period of Rule and, in some ways, a reflec-

tion of the divisions that still exist on this  small island. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our walk through the northern sector and our drive into and out of 

Nicosia, we saw no evidence of the types of buildings one would expect 

in the capital of a country so we didn’t see where the government build-

ings were or, indeed, whether there are two separate sites. The whole of Cyprus is in the European Un-

ion and uses the Euro as its currency. 

The drive back to Larnaca took less than an hour which gave me time for a 3 mile walk before relaxing 

on the deck for a while before cleaning up and getting ready for dinner. We ate at another restaurant 

about ½ mile from the hotel. It was very similar to the one we had tried last night and we enjoyed the 

meal and wine sitting on the sidewalk and watching the world go by. 
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Sunday April 15 

It was warm and sunny again as we ate breakfast and then made the short drive to Choirokoitia Village, 

a 9000 year old settlement built into the hillside overlooking the Moroni River. Apparently the area had 

been inhabited even earlier by peoples from the mainland (Middle East?) who had eventually become 

entirely separated from their homeland and began to build permanent homes. They were obviously 

skilled in working with stone and built (mostly) round buildings, ranging in diameter up to about 12 feet 

and as much as 10 feet tall. Inside and out were coated with a plaster to give a smooth finish and the 

roof was timber and straw. 

Near the entrance to the site (which is still part of an ongoing dig) were a few homes reconstructed to 

show exactly how they were built and finished inside and out. We don’t recall those being on site the 

last time we visited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the reconstructions it was a steep climb up a well-made path and stone staircase which essentially 

went along what had been the first outer wall of the village. As the area became more populated, addi-

tional homes were built outside this wall but within a larger diameter outer wall which reached ten to 

fifteen feet tall in places. Eventually, they did away with the wall altogether and the village spread fur-

ther across the hillside. 

The homes were built very close together with narrow “streets” (about two feet wide) and drainage 

channels engineered into the complex. It was a masterful engineering and construction job and, although 

similar to other sites in Scotland and Corsica that we have visited, is all the more impressive being built 

on a steep hillside – and 9000 years ago! 
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We climbed all the way to the top of the village (almost 

½ mile) and admired the homes and other aspects of the 

civilization from the pathway, getting almost a bird’s 

eye view as we approached the top. We returned to the 

entrance via the Archeological Trail, which meandered 

down the other side of the hill. Even here, there were 

additional homes and evidence that excavations were 

still in progress. It was very well done and signed and 

worthy of its UNESCO site recognition. 

From the village we returned to Larnaca via the coast 

road and enjoyed the blue Mediterranean to our right and the white hills inland on a beautiful sunny af-

ternoon. Once back, we walked a little way to a coffee shop overlooking the sea and had a late, light 

lunch before returning to the hotel. 

Tonight we ate at another waterfront restaurant close to the hotel and – mistakenly, as it turned out – 

ordered a meze plate for two. This came with a salad and eleven meats and fish, together with breads 

and several side dishes of sauces. It seemed a shame but we were simply unable to finish more than 

about half of the meal – which was followed by dessert and coffee on the house! Surprisingly, there are 

still some slim Cypriots! 
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Monday April 16 

We had decided to stay in town today but as a last minute decision we walked to the center and got the 

11:15 tour bus of the city and surroundings. It was a 2 ½ hour ride with three stops and good descrip-

tions of the sites we visited as well as those (like the Church of St Lazarus) that we just drove by. 

We stopped first at a beautiful small church built in the 11th century and containing a mosaic of the Vir-

gin Mary with baby Jesus and two angels – representing the angels that supposedly built the church. The 

church (Aggeloktiski) is set in a beautiful courtyard with cypress trees surrounding an open area. 

 

. 

 

 

The next stop was at the Hala Sultan mosque, which is said to be the third or fourth holiest Islam site 

(depending on who you talk to and, apparently, whether you are Shia or Suni) and was built in the 7th 

century. Apparently, the aunt of Mohamed died here as a result of an accident and a mosque was built 

on the spot. There have been several buildings on this site over the years and there are some ancient 

(Neolithic) ruins nearby. The mosque contains the tomb of Hala Sultan. 
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Hala Sultan Tekke or the Mosque of Umm Haram is a Muslim shrine on the 
west bank of Larnaca Salt Lake. Umm Haram (Turkish: Hala Sultan) was 
the wife of Ubada bin al-Samit, a companion of the Prophet Muhammed.  

Hala Sultan Tekke complex is composed of 
a mosque, mausoleum, minaret, cemetery, and living quarters for men and 
women. The term tekke (convent) applies to a building designed specifical-
ly for gatherings of a Sufi brotherhood, or tariqa, and may have referred to 
an earlier feature of the location. The present-day complex, open to all and 
not belonging to a single religious movement, lies in a serene setting on the 
shores of the Larnaca Salt Lake, which appears to be an important site also 
in prehistory. Hala Sultan Tekke is a listed Ancient Monument. 

Most accounts establish a connection between the site and the death 
of Umm Haram during the first Arab raids on Cyprus  between 647 and 
649, which were later pursued throughout the Umayyad and 
the Abbasid periods. According to these accounts, Umm Haram, being of 
very old age, had fallen from her mule and had died during a siege of Lar-
naca. She was later buried where she died. According to Shia belief, her 
grave lies within Jannatul Baqi cemetery in Madinah, Saudi Arabia.  

During the Ottoman administration of Cyprus, a mosque complex was built 
in stages around the tomb. The tomb was discovered in the 18th century by 
the dervish called Sheikh Hasan, who also built the first structure here. 
Dervish Hasan managed to convince the administrative and religious au-
thorities of the site's sacred nature and with the permission he received, he 
built the shrine around the tomb in 1760 and had it decorated.. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Larnaca_Salt_Lake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ubayda_ibn_as-Samit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosque
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mausoleum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minaret
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cemetery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zawiyya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Convent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sufi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Larnaca_Salt_Lake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prehistory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Umm_Haram
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abbasid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jannatul_Baqi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman_Cyprus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dervish
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Our final stop was at a portion of the Kamares aqueduct, a 9Km long project built in the mid-1700s and 

used to bring water to Larnaca until the 1950s. It is believed that the current engineering masterpiece was 

built in the same place as one existing since Roman times and mentioned in the writings of the Apostle 

Barnabas. It certainly is an architectural masterpiece, whatever its age. 

After returning to the city center, we found a café for a drink before walking back to the hotel for the rest 

of the afternoon. Tonight we ate in the hotel and ordered a bottle of wine and the cheese platter to share – 

and we still couldn’t finish it! It was a pleasant evening to sit outside, however, and an easy walk back to 

the room. 

Inside the Mosque and 

the Tomb of Hala Sultan 

 

Nearby Neolithic ruins 



 17 

Tuesday April 17 

Today we drove to Paphos at the southwestern tip of the island, about 100 miles from Larnaca. Here we 

spent most of our time in the archeological site which sits right at the edge of the city center and against 

the Mediterranean. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Archaeology shows that Palaepaphos has been inhabited since the Neolithic period. It 
was a center of the cult of Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of love and beauty, and of pre-
Hellenic fertility deities. Aphrodite's mythical birthplace was on the island. 
The founding myth is interwoven with the goddess at every level, so that Old Paphos be-
came the most famous and important place for worshipping Aphrodite in the ancient 
world. 

The Greeks agreed that Aphrodite had landed at the site of Paphos when she rose from 

the sea. According to Pausanias her worship was introduced to Paphos from Syria; but 

much more probably it was of Phoenician origin. Before it was proved by archaeology it 

was understood that the cult of Aphrodite had been established before the time 

of Homer (c. 700 BC), as the grove and altar of Aphrodite at Paphos are mentioned in 

the Odyssey. Archaeology has established that Cypriots venerated a fertility goddess be-

fore the arrival of the Greeks, in a cult that combined Aegean and eastern mainland as-

pects. 
 

Paphos Archaeological Park contains the major part of the important ancient Greek and 
Roman City and is located in Paphos, southwest Cyprus. The park, still under excava-
tion, is within the Nea Pafos ("New Paphos") section of the coastal city.  

Its sites and monuments date from prehistoric times through the Middle Ages. Among 

the most significant remains so far discovered are four large and elaborate Roman vil-

las: the House of Dionysos, the House of Aion, the House of Theseus and the House of 

Orpheus, all with superb preserved mosaic floors. In addition, excavations have uncov-

ered an Agora, Asklipieion, Basilica  

One of the large villas (small stones cover mosaics) and the Odeon (Theater) of Paphos 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aphrodite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Founding_myth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venus_Anadyomene
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pausanias_(geographer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venus_Anadyomene
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoenicia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odyssey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paphos
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The city was a major outpost of Rome (it almost sounded like it was the second city of the empire) and, 

as such, was home to important government personnel – and their luxurious, large houses. Most famous 

in these sprawling homes (some with as many as 100 rooms) are the amazing mosaics that adorned al-

most every level surface. It is said that these are perhaps the most significant Roman period mosaics, 

second only to some found in Syria, and are among the best-preserved in the world. 
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We spent about two hours walking “through” the homes and admiring the mosaics depicting life in the 

area and, particularly, scenes involving gods and goddesses from the Hellenic period. It was interesting 

that the mosaics were installed in the 100BC to 500 AD period of the Roman Empire but depicted almost 

exclusively Greek mythology. Whatever the period and the stories presented, the artwork was amazing 

and exquisitely detailed with many of the finer pieces made up of less than ¼ inch square “tiles”, the 

smaller the colored tile, the more advanced the artist. 

Excavation continues and some of the more important pieces have been exposed and covered over by 

stone or wooden canopies for protection from the elements. Still others have been examined and recorded 

and then covered over with sand and small stones for protection – presumably with a plan to expose them 

again when suitable housing is built. 

Altogether, it was a fascinating and educational experience to see the mosaics and the remains of the 

homes, theaters, hospitals and other buildings of what was a major settlement for the Roman Empire. 

Following our visit to the site we walked into the “tourist area” 

and had a cool drink while watching the hundreds of lobster-red 

tourists strolling to or from the beach – and wondering whether 

they even knew of the existence of the remarkable site right next 

door – let alone taking time from sunbathing for a visit! 

We then drove the 1 ½ hours back to Larnaca, arriving back at the 

hotel around 5pm. We relaxed and cleaned up and went into town 

for dinner. Tonight we ate at a Lebanese restaurant where we were 

able to order five dishes, much as we do at our local Lebanese res-

taurant in Mason. All were very similar to those we enjoy at home 

and we were able to have a meal without feeling absolutely overwhelmed by the size of the portions. We 

had a coffee and nightcap on the deck of the hotel restaurant when we returned. 

Wednesday April 18 

Today we drove about 40 minutes northeast to the resort town of Ayia Napa. Apparently it is somewhat of 

a Mecca for young adults in the late evening but during the day it is relatively quiet with beach and sun 

lovers (mostly English, we noticed). The harbor caters for tourists, large sailing yachts and traditional 

small fishing boats and sits on a beautiful wide bay. The city is part of the district of Famagusta – which is 

in the Turkish sector. Presumably this makes for some interesting politics and civic challenges. 

 Ayia Napa waterfront 
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Of interest to 

us was a beau-

tiful small Or-

thodox church 

set in the mid-

dle of a large 

square barely 

a block back 

from the wa-

ter.  

In addition, a 1/3 mile walk up the hill is a stone-built monastery dating from the 1500s. It was originally 

built as a castle but when an icon of the Virgin Mary was found nearby, a church and monastery were 

incorporated in the site. It has had various “sponsors” and occupiers over the centuries as the area was 

inhabited by Ottomans, Venetians and Greeks. It is an interesting place to visit and its central courtyard is 

very pretty and provided us with some welcome shade on a hot day. 

 

 

 

 

We had a very light lunch at a café near the water and then headed back to Larnaca. I got in a 2 mile walk 

and we spent time watching the world from our balcony before preparing for dinner. Tonight we ate 

again at the Lebanese restaurant in the town center and had another good meal. The proprietress was 

pleased to see us and welcomed us like old friends. 

Ayia Napa, 

originally a 

15th Century 

Venetian-era 

monastery 


