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Thursday April 19 

We were up quite early today ï which meant we had a leisurely breakfast, packed and just sat in the room 

or on the balcony until checkout time at noon. We then drove to the airport and checked in early for our 

flight to Athens. We are already talking about what we will do next time in Cyprus! 

The flight was a little late leaving and there was some choppy air throughout, to the extent that the dinner 

service was curtailed. However, we arrived in Athens around 6pm, got our bags and then a taxi to the ho-

tel. We are staying at the Grande Bretagne, right on Syntagma Square, the main square of the city. It is a 

fine old hotel but was renovated for the 2004 Olympics so is in excellent condition. 

 

 

 

After settling in and checking out the restaurants 

in the hotel (ridiculously expensive) we decided 

to walk to a restaurant that had been recommend-

ed by a friend. It was about a 10 minute walk 

from the hotel and we had to wait about 20 

minutes for a table but we had an excellent meal 

sitting outside in the pleasant evening air. It was 

after 11 by the time we got to bed. 

 

Friday April 20 

We had breakfast in the rooftop restaurant of the hotel with a fantastic view of the Acropolis. Around 

10:15 we took the Hop On/Hop Off bus as far as the entrance to the Acropolis and began the slow walk 

up the steep, and at times uneven, surface. It was warm and sunny but there was a breeze and some clouds 

at times which made for good walking conditions. 

We stopped many times to admire the amazing ruins of temples, sculptures, civic buildings and of course 

the Parthenon atop the world-famous Acropilis. 

 

 

Hotel Grande Bretagne 

The Acropolis of Athens is an ancient citadel located on a rocky outcrop above the city 
of Athens and contains the remains of several ancient buildings of great architectural and 
historic significance, the most famous being the Parthenon. The word acropolis is from the 
Greek words ὧəɟɞɜ (akron, "highest point, extremity") and ˊɧɚɘɠ (polis, "city"). Although 
the term acropolis is generic and there are many others in Greece, the significance of the 
Acropolis of Athens is such that it is commonly known as "The Acropolis" without qualifi-
cation. During ancient times it was known also more properly as Cecropia, after the leg-
endary serpent-man, Cecrops, the first Athenian king. 

While there is evidence that the hill was inhabited as far back as the fourth millennium BC, 
it was Pericles (c. 495 ï 429 BC) in the fifth century BC who coordinated the construction 
of the site's most important present remains including the Parthenon, the Propylaia, 
the Erechtheion and the Temple of Athena Nike. The Parthenon and the other buildings 
were damaged seriously during the 1687 siege by the Venetians during the sixth Ottoman-
Venetian War when gunpowder being stored there was hit by a cannonball and exploded.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citadel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cecrops_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pericles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erechtheion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_of_Athena_Nike
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There has been a lot of reconstruction work done in the past 20 years since our first visit but obviously it 

is a never-ending project to attempt to put all the pieces together and/or make new sections. The Parthe-

non had been totally destroyed by the invading Ottomans in the 1600s (to the point where essentially 

nothing was left standing) so it is difficult to imagine the work involved in any attempt at re-building. 

There have, of course, been other times when major destruction has occurred (both man-made and natu-

ral) so there will never be a shortage of work to do on this most famous site in Athens ï perhaps one of 

the most recognizable in the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Propylaea, a monumental gate at the  

western end of the Acropolis . 

This was built to take advantage of the  

uneven ground just below the summit 

and still stands as the magnificent entrance to the 

temples on top. 

Below is the Erechtheion a Temple dedicated to 

both Athena and Poseidon and decorated with the 

famous Caryatids 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two great amphitheaters seen from the Acropolis. The Odeion (left) could host 6000  

spectators and the ruins of the Theater of Dionysus 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Propylaea

