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Tuesday January 2 

We left home at 3:45 and a very cold Cincinnati on a 6:45 flight to Salt Lake City. Here it 

was just about freezing – but 30 degrees warmer than at home. Our connecting flight to 

San Diego left on time (1 ½ hour layover) and arrived a few minutes early at 11:30 local 

time. We got the rental car and drove to the Mission Valley Marriott where we arrived 

about 12:30 am – and went straight to bed. 

Wednesday January 3 

We were up about 8 and had breakfast in the Concierge Lounge (now called Club M). We 

then drove to the Cabrillo National Monument – dedicated to Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, the 

first European to set foot in California. We spent an interesting two hours at the monument 

and the nearby lighthouse (originally built in the 1850s).We have visited this National 

Monument on several previous occasions but seemed to take in a lot more information on 

this one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cabrillo National Monument is at the southern tip of the Point Loma Peninsula 
in San Diego, California. It commemorates the landing of Juan Rodríguez Ca-
brillo at San Diego Bay on September 28, 1542. This event marked the first time 
a European expedition had set foot on what later became the West Coast of the 
United States. The site was designated a California Historical Landmark in 
1932 and was listed on the National Register of Historic Places on October 15, 
1966.  

The park offers a view of San Diego's harbor and skyline, as well 
as Coronado and Naval Air Station North Island. On clear days, a wide ex-
panse of the Pacific Ocean, Tijuana, and Mexico's Coronado Islands are also 
visible.  (Not so on our visit today!) 

The Old Point Loma Lighthouse is the highest point in the park and has been a 
San Diego icon since 1855. The lighthouse was closed in 1891, and a new 
one opened at a lower elevation, because fog and low clouds often obscured the 
light at its location of 422 feet above sea level. The old lighthouse is now a mu-
seum, and visitors may view some of the living areas. 

The area encompassed by the national monument includes various former mili-
tary installations, such as coastal artillery batteries, built to protect the harbor 
of San Diego from enemy warships. Many of these installations can be seen 
while walking around the area. A former army building hosts an exhibit that 
tells the story of military history at Point Loma. 
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We then drove to Seaport Village, a boutique shop and café 

area right on the waterfront overlooking Coronado Island. 

We had a pleasant stroll around the area and had a light 

lunch sitting outside – quite a change from the weather we 

left yesterday. 

Again, we have 

been to Seaport 

Village on every 

visit to San Diego 

over the past 35 

years and always 

find it a pleasant 

area to walk. 

Cabrillo Monument and  

the 1853 lighthouse 



We returned to the hotel about 3pm and relaxed until dinner time. We ate at the Top of the 

Market with nice views of the San Diego waterfront and very good food and service. 

Thursday January 4 

We ate in the hotel again on a beautiful sunny morning. Today we decided on a driving trip 

to the east to an old mining town called Julian. This was the only goldmining town in San 

Diego County and mining lasted for about 10 years from 1870. When that ended, those 

who remained found the area good for apple trees so Julian has become a center for apple 

pies and everything apple. 

Julian (60 miles northeast of San Diego, is a California Historical Landmark 
based on its early days as a gold mining town.  Today, long after the gold is spent, 
the town is known for its apple pie and its annual Julian Apple Days Festival, 
which began in 1949.  

The town was named by Drue Bailey after his cousin Mike Julian. The first Euro-
pean settlers were "Cockney Bill" Williams from England and John Wesley Horrell, 
who both arrived in the area in 1850 or 1851.  

After the American Civil War, in 1869, A.E. "Fred" Coleman, a former slave, was 
crossing over what is now known as Coleman Creek, just west of Julian. Seeing a 
glint of gold in the stream bed, he climbed down from his horse to investigate. Hav-
ing had previous experience in the gold fields, he retrieved his frying pan and be-
gan panning the sands of the creek.  

Learning of the find, others rushed to the district and tried to trace the gold to its 
source. On February 22, 1870, the first "lode", or hard rock, mining claim was 
filed in the Julian area. Since February 22 was President George Washington's 
Birthday, the mine was named the Washington mine. Soon hundreds of anxious men 
and families were rushing to Julian to stake their claims. Julian experienced a gold 
rush and became a tent city overnight. In April 1870, the area's first saw mill was 
set up and Julian began to take on a more permanent structure. While the miners 
were trying to wrestle the gold from deep within the earth, James Madison brought 
a wagon load of young apple trees up into the mountains. The fruit trees flourished 
in the clear, fresh air. Apples are still a big product in Julian, many of which are 
used for making the world-famous Julian apple pies. 

According to a bronze historical plaque appearing in the town, in the early days of 
Julian, the majority of San Diego County's African-American population resided in 
or near the town. Of the 55 blacks living in San Diego County during the 1880 cen-
sus, 33 lived in the Julian area. (Although this information appears on the plaque, 
it has been the subject of some controversy.) 

In recent decades Julian has become a quaint mountain resort. The town narrowly 
escaped destruction in the 2003 Cedar Fire that burned much of the surrounding 
area. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coleman_Creek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lode
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gold_rush
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Julian is about 60 miles from San Diego and is situated north of Interstate 8, about 30 

miles up a winding mountain road to an elevation just short of 4500 feet. The town was 

founded by Black Confederate veterans from Georgia and had a prosperous, if brief, run as 

a gold mining center. Now it is a single street tourist destination with boutique shops and a 

few cafes (all serving apple pies) but many of the old buildings are identified with infor-

mation plaques detailing the history and use over the years. It was a very pleasant place to 

stop for a 45minute stroll. 

 

 

 

 

 

We then drove west to Ramona (still about 4000 feet) where we had coffee, sitting outside 

in the warm sunshine. From there we continued west and descended through some magnif-

icent scenery of desert hills and, later, citrus groves. It was a beautiful drive all the way to 

Oceanside where we caught a glimpse of the Pacific Ocean before heading south back to 

the hotel. 

Tonight we ate at John and Giulio’s Italian restaurant in Old Town. It was a very good au-

thentic Italian meal in very pleasant surroundings overlooking on of the main streets in 

Old Town. 

Friday January 5 

After breakfast we left the hotel and drove north to Anaheim. It was an easy 90 minute 

drive and we arrive before 10:30. Shortly afterwards we met Cyndi, Christopher and Sam-

my, who were staying at the same hotel, and we drove into Disneyland. 

Julian, California 

Former gold minin town 

now an Apple Pie Center 

and Tourist Trap 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First stop was for a light lunch and then we spent the next 7 hours strolling through the 

very busy park. Most of the rides – especially those for the more daring among us – had 

extremely long waits. Despite that, we managed to get on four rides and went to two 

shows before our 8pm dinner. This was at one of only two sit-down restaurants in the park 

so it was nice to relax and be served. It was a set three course meal (several entrée choices) 

and served in pleasant, outdoor surroundings. By now it was a little cool and the nearby 

space heaters were very welcome. 

Our dinner also included tickets for a dramatic sound and light show that played on the 

nearby river. Although the story was lost on some of us, it was difficult not to be im-

pressed by the sets and the tremendous light effects of fireworks, moving spotlights and 

other “magic” technicalities. 

Disneyland Entrance and Main Street 

Sleeping Beauty Castle and a wide-awake beauty posing! 



Following this we had time for two more rides (for some of us) before leaving the park 

around 11pm.It was after midnight before we got to bed and at least two of us knew we 

had been on our feet all day! 

 

 

Saturday January 6 

We were up about 8:30 and had a light breakfast in the lounge. At 10:30 we picked up 

Sammy to take her and her birthday money on a shopping trip. We went to Target right 

across the street from the hotel and within 45 minutes Sammy had everything she needed 

(and could afford with the birthday money). She bought 2 dresses, a top and a warm 

sweater and, having tried everything on and modeled for us, she was happy with her pur-

chases. A quick visit to McDonald’s for a smoothie and then we went back to the hotel. 

We then spent some time exchanging Christmas gifts with Cyndi, Christopher and Sammy, 

after which we checked out and went to a local California Pizza Kitchen for a late lunch. It 

was about 4pm before we said our goodbyes and left them to another day at Disneyland 

while we drove back to San Diego. 

Tonight we ate at Anthony’s Fish Grotto, about ten miles east in La Mesa. The place was 

very quiet for a Saturday night but we had a good meal in pleasant – if a little dated – sur-

roundings. 

Sunday January 7 

We were up about 7:30, had breakfast and finished packing before checking out around 

9:30. We dropped off the rental car and had an hour in the Sky Club before our 12:20 

flight to Minneapolis. This arrived on time, giving us a 2 hour layover, which is not exces-

sive considering the walking distances at this airport. 

The flight to Cincinnati was also on time and we arrived at CVG just before midnight. It 

was 1am before we got to bed after a great trip to Sothern California. 

The Castle at night and some late evening fun 




