
Taiwan and Hong Kong—Blog 2 

We are now on the final weekend of our 18 day trip to Southeast 

Asia, covering Taiwan and Hong Kong. When we wrote a week ago we 

had just completed a super  five day tour of Taiwan and were back in 

the capital, Taipei for a few days on our own. 

We quickly mastered the excellent Metro system in this sprawling city 

(just as well as our hotel was well out of town) and were able to get 

around to see the sights on our own. We spent one day in and around 

the Taipei 101 Tower, a 1670 feet tall building which was the tallest in 

the world when completed in 2004 but has now fallen to about sixth 

place. We chose not to go to the observation floor but rather spent 

some time in the lower five floor mall and, mainly, in the streets 

around the complex. 

We found a short walk in one of our guide books that took us through 

part of the central business district and along several pedestrianized 

streets so we could take in the feel of the city and people watch. Eventually we came across another Metro 

station and used our new-found skills to get back to the hotel. 

On Sunday we went to the old 

part of Taipei which had been 

much of the city in the 19th and 

20th centuries – at least until 

after World War II. We visited a 

couple of temples (the first of 

which was very crowded, pri-

marily with Buddhist worship-

pers) and the second was one 

of the older Taoist buildings 

here. Despite the fact that there was 

active worship (including some chanting 

at the first one), tourists and locals 

mixed and no-one seemed to mind pho-

tography. 

We then walked through this old neigh-

borhood following a suggested route 

from one of the guide books. This gave 

us not only a path to follow but provid-

ed a brief description of the buildings 



that we saw. The walk took in 20 sites but we managed to cover only about half of them in our five hours of 

walking. 

There were buildings of historical significance, including one hall 

built to celebrate the Japanese emperor’s coronation in the 

1930s. This was also where the Japanese surrender took place at 

the end of World War II and where Chiang Kai-Shek made speech-

es when the Peoples’ Republic was formed. We also saw the 

north gate of the old city (built in the mid-1800s), the recently 

renovated old post office (built in the 1930s) and a number of 

sites of significance to Taiwan’s more recent history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We ended our tour at the Peace Park, which is a beautiful area set in the middle of the city. It was here that 

early demonstrations against the post WW II government of Chiang Kai-Shek (while he was still premier of 

all China) took place and where tens of thousands were killed. It seems a little ironic that it was in Taiwan 

that Chiang Kai-Shek established the “second China” after losing the civil war to Mao Tse Tung – and became 

a hero to the Taiwanese! 

So, we spent about six hours away from 

the hotel on a beautiful day – not too 

hot, less humid and mostly sunny – and 

thoroughly enjoyed not only the sites 

but just being amongst the local people, 

all of whom appeared to be very friend-

ly and helpful. 

On Monday (our last day here) we had 

an afternoon guided tour. We left about 

1:20 (only five customers in all) and 

drove about 45 minutes to the north-

east coast of Taiwan. Here we made 

The Old Post Office 



three photo stops to view the amazing crashing waves coming onshore and some unusual rock formations. 

Once again, the mountains go straight down to see level and there is a minimal amount of flat ground – just 

enough for the narrow road and a footpath promenade. Still, the scenery was magnificent; it seems that the 

east of Taiwan has a lot of great views all along this coast. 

From Pacific Ocean level, the small bus 

climbed up a winding narrow road to the 

old gold mining town of Jiufen. Gold had 

been discovered near here in the late 1800s and had been mined un-

til the 1970s, mostly through the Japa- nese Occupation era but into 

the Chang Kai-Shek regime. Copper had also been mined but both met-

als are now depleted and the town of Jiufen has been turned into a tourist attraction on top of the hill over-

looking the beautiful coastline. 

The town is basically one 

long narrow street lined 

with shops, cafes and tea 

rooms and has the feel of 

a Middle Eastern souk. We 

were given an hour to 

stroll through the area 

and eat if we liked before 

meeting our guide again.  

 

At this point we walked down about 300 steps to meet up with the bus again and complete the tour by driv-

ing back into Taipei. 

So, our ten days in Taiwan came to an end and on Tuesday we flew to Hong Kong, a city that we have visited 

and enjoyed on many previous occasions. 

On Wednesday (the first of five days in Hong Kong) we took the Metro one stop to a place close to the 

bottom of the series of outdoor escalators that allow an easy climb about ½ mile up from the waterfront. It’s 

fascinating to see all the shops and markets from the vantage point above the roads and then to meander 



down the steep streets to see the fresh fruits, vegetables, meats and fish for sale. 

Once back on the level ground we took 

one of Hong Kong’s trams (streetcars) to 

the end of the line at Kennedy. Here we 

sat and watched the activity 

on the water between Hong 

Kong and Kowloon and the 

ever-changing skyline. We 

said last time we were here 

that, with the amount of 

landfill that both cities are creating, we should be able to walk between the two. It’s not the case yet but it 

seems to be getting closer by the minute. 

We then took the tram back to our hotel, having spent a very relaxing day simply wandering and people 

watching. It is nice to visit a place like this several times and not feel that every tourist spot has got to be 

seen. 

Thursday was our day to visit Stanley Market and spend 

about 3 hours strolling the narrow street full of souvenir 

shops, having a drink and ice cream and spending our 

Hong Kong dollars. It was about a 45 minute bus ride 

each way – with good views of resort hotels, beaches and 

steep hills – so it was after 3pm by the time we returned 

to the hotel. This meant we had time for afternoon tea 

(the English has still not gone out of Hong Kong!) and 

plenty of time to relax before dinner in the rather exclu-

sive Chinese restaurant in the hotel. It was an excellent 

meal with superb service. 

Friday was another beautiful morning as we left the hotel via the adjoining shopping mall and ascended the 

Stanley, at the south 
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escalators into Hong Kong Park. 

This is a lovely oasis in the mid-

dle of the towering skyscrapers 

and is filled with water features, 

flower beds and trees. It also 

has a covered aviary and a num-

ber of venues for wedding pho-

tos, sports activities and other 

leisure activities. 

Once across the park we joined the line waiting for the tram up to Victoria Peak. It was still only mid-

morning but we had a 45 minute wait for the 100+ year old tram to arrive and take us to the peak. Here we 

had magnificent views over the city, the straits and Kowloon on the mainland. The number of office and resi-

dential tower blocks is mind-boggling from any angle in this city but at 1700 feet above sea level it really is 

stunning. 7 ½ million people live in the Territory and there are very few one-family dwellings so virtually eve-

ryone lives in one of these massive towers. The views from any one must be fantastic but at the rate at 

which they are going up, it would seem that anyone could lose his harbor view at any time. In addition, the 

water is being filled in all the time so more tower blocks can be built. It is a remarkable city and has to be 

seen to be believed.  



After taking in the sights and having a light lunch we took the bus back down the hill to our hotel. Sitting on 

the top deck of a double-decker bus twisting down these steep roads is also a thrill – and provides more 

amazing views of the city and the southern (South China Sea) side of the island. 

On Saturday we visited Kowloon—a short ferry ride across the water and on the mainland, contiguous with 

China—where you can still get  a suit made in a few hours and buy everything electronic that exists. There is 

also a beautiful city park where families tend to congregate just to stroll and enjoy time in the city.. 

Kowloon is also 

home to the pres-

tigious Peninsula 

Hotel, where 

most of the 

guests arrive by 

Rolls Royce (most 

of which are sup-

plied by the ho-

tel!). Perhaps the 

best part of Kow-

loon, however, is 

the view across 

the harbor to 

Hong Kong. This must be one of the most recogniza-

ble skylines in the world and we have always enjoyed 

our visits here. 

 

 

 

 

Tomorrow is our final day here and on Monday we leave for home. It has been a great trip and  we thor-

oughly enjoyed the new experience of Taiwan. Hong Kong is always great! 

Next blog should be from Buenos Aries. Stay tuned! 

Bob and Molly 


