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It had been sunny and mild the whole morning (far better than the forecast) so we decided to take a drive up the road that leads to 

Wanaka and has the superb views that we had seen on our way in yesterday. Although there were a few high clouds today, the valley 

views were still fantastic as we climbed up very steeply towards the highest point – just over 1000 meters. I got some good photographs, 

although taking pictures was rather precarious at some spots because there was a gale force wind blowing straight up the valley to our 

vantage points. 

 

 

 

 

 

On the road to 

Crown Range Summit 
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We also went down the other side as far as Cardrona where there is a very old (1863) tourist hotel that we visited with Dorothy and Da-

vid almost 13 years ago. Also at that time, the town had gained a little infamy as it had a fence –perhaps a hundred yards long – on which 

were hung bras of every shape, size and color. At that time there was no explanation for this except that it must have amused locals and 

visitors alike but we were disappointed on our 2008 visit that the fence and contents were no longer there. We were told that the new 

residents of town (the place is building up as a major ski resort) were not amused by the display so it had been taken down. 

 

 

On our way through the small town yesterday we had 

seen a wall decorated as before on the outskirts and 

today we drove up to it to see if there was an explana-

tion for its return. It turns out that the concept has 

been legitimized somewhat by being designated as a 

fundraiser for Breast Cancer Research (with donation 

box handy) so presumably most locals are now happy 

and those that aren’t probably dare not raise an objec-

tion for such a worthy cause. 

 

We returned to Queenstown, had a cup of tea on the deck and then I elected to take a walk into town to get a little exercise. I found a 

lakeside path which was very pretty but which took me further than I had anticipated and I ended up covering 4.3 miles on the round trip. 

I did find a couple of likely restaurants for dinner, however. 

We decided to try a tapas restaurant near the waterfront. It was very small and really nothing more than a bar with several sofas and 

tables but they had a good selection of small dishes. We chose our usual four which, together with a bottle of wine and a dessert, turned 

out to be sufficient and was a very good meal. Once again, our waitress was a visitor, this time from Vancouver, Canada. It seems that 

most of the service people in the tourist areas of New Zealand are temporary workers. 

Established in 1863 the 

Cardrona Hotel is one of New Zealand’s oldest and most iconic hotels. Situ-

ated on the spectacular Crown Range road between Queenstown and 

Wanaka, the hotel is one of only two remaining buildings from the Cardro-

na Valley gold rush era. The historic hotel facade is representative of this 

now vanished town and is an important part of New Zealand’s history.  



 46 

Tuesday November 3 

We woke up to cloud covered hills (we could see only the first range across the lake) and a heavy rain. The temperature was about 40F – 

better than the 30 forecast but it still felt pretty chilly. We drove into town for breakfast (McCafe) and came straight back to the apart-

ment to stay dry until such time as the weather improved, although the forecast was not at all promising. 

In fact, Molly stayed home all day, did some washing and made several cups of tea. I ventured out mid-afternoon on a walk that took me 

on the main road towards Frankton (away from Queenstown) and then back via the same shoreline walking path that I had used yester-

day. The weather stayed dry and cool but I enjoyed my 3 ½ mile walk. 

Tonight we ate at Fishbone, a highly recommended seafood restaurant in the middle of Queenstown. It was a reasonable meal but not up 

to the same standards as the two previous nights in either food or service. 

Wednesday November 4 

The clouds had lifted some as we woke this morning and there was no rain. It was now clear that there had been some additional snow at 

the higher elevations across the lake. The forecast was for clearing skies but still low temperatures – highs in the mid- to high-forties.  

Following breakfast in town we set out on the 50 Km drive to Glenorchy. This is a beautiful road alongside the lake (Lake Wakatipu, which 

is the same one outside the apartment) with some absolutely stunning views of the blue lake and the mountains virtually all around. With 

the clouds now quite high in the sky and the sun shining brightly we couldn’t have picked a better day for these views. Again, every turn 

in the road seemed to present an even better picture. 

 

 
Spectacular views on the road to Glenorchy 
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In Glenorchy (which is a tiny town used primarily as a jumping off point for more adventurous journeys into and over the mountains) we 

took the Glenorchy Walkway. This was advertised in the guidebook as a 2Km walk around a lagoon but the signs at the outset suggested 

either a 30 or 60 minute walk, depending on whether one took the inner loop or the inner plus outer loops. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We set off together 

and at the spot 

where we thought 

the outer loop 

started we parted 

company and Mol-

ly continued on 

what we thought 

was the inner loop 

that would lead 

back to town. I 

took the “Northern 

Section” which 

would eventually 

lead back to town also. The route did indeed follow a small lagoon and crossed over a 

good deal of swamp land via a raised boardwalk. We both commented on the cost of 

building such a walk for what we assumed would be minimal traffic, but that seems typical of New Zealand. 

It was a very pleasant walk but by the time I got back to the car I had covered 3.6 miles and Molly must have done over two so we both 

had some comments that we wanted to convey to the sign maker. However, we enjoyed it and rewarded ourselves with a sandwich and 

tea at one of the cafes in town before driving back to Queenstown – again with absolutely stunning scenery. 
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Tonight we had arranged to have dinner at a very highly recommended restaurant where we were told we could take the degustation 

menu – if we allowed 2 ½ hours to complete it. This is exactly the meal that we love so we hope that the lunchtime sandwich didn’t put 

any restrictions on our appetites.  

We needn’t have worried! The meal and service were excellent and the ambiance was great – complete with a roaring wood fire. We had 

the seven course dinner with wine pairings and thoroughly enjoyed the experience, which took the full 2 ½ hours predicted. 

Thursday November 5 

We were up and fully packed by 8:30 but waited a little while before going into Queenstown for breakfast and a little last minute shop-

ping. We returned the car (no hitches!) and were in plenty of time for our 12:40 flight to Auckland. This left a little late, provided only a 

drink and cookie, but gave us some great 

views of the Southern Alps and the 

mountains at the southern end of the 

North Island. It was a little cloudy coming 

into Auckland but the bags arrived with 

us so all was well. We got the super 

shuttle service to our hotel (slow, but half 

the price of a taxi) and had a Starbucks 

coffee before relaxing in the room until 

dinner time. Tonight we ate once more at 

the Harbourside in the Ferry Building, 

about a ten minute walk from the hotel. 

We had a table “outside” (clear plastic 

windows and heaters) with a great view 

of the harbor and the very heavy ferry traffic. Also, since this was November 5, we saw lots of firework displays across the bay in Devon-

port – for reasons we don’t understand, Guy Fawkes’ Night is celebrated here in New Zealand. The dinner was good and the ambiance 

tough to beat. 

Friday November 6 

We were up about eight, had breakfast at a local Gloria Jean’s and 

then waited until about ten so that we could do our last minute 

shopping. We spent about three hours on two main shopping 

streets and came back with a good selection of gifts. We then 

stayed in the room for much of the afternoon with just a short 

walk for a late afternoon coffee. 

We had seen many sculptures throughout our trip of the extinct Moa 

but had failed to take any pictures. Now—in the middle of the coun-

try’s largest city—we made it! 

We had dinner tonight at The Grove, a restaurant about 10 minutes’ walk from the hotel. They offered only a five course or a nine course 

degustation menu which we could select from the printed list or leave it up to the chef to create and surprise us. We chose the latter 

form for the five course meal and elected to have the wine pairings that were selected to go with each dish. Each course and the appro-

priate wine were presented with a detailed description by the wait staff and every one was excellent. We particularly enjoyed the Wagyu 

beef and the cheese course selection. We were in the restaurant for about three hours and felt it a wonderful way to end this trip to New 

Zealand. 
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Saturday November 7 

We were up at 5:45 and checked out by 6:15. We had ordered a taxi to the airport and it was waiting for us as we walked out of the hotel 

and we were at the airport by 7am. Our flight to Sydney wasn’t until nine but it took us a while to check in and get our bags checked all 

the way to Cincinnati – in large part because we had three distinct tickets for the return journey as we had on the way out here. 

However, the agent managed to get everything sorted and we had time for one last shop before we took the 3 hour Air New Zealand 

flight to Sydney. We were served a very nice breakfast and the time went by quickly (I watched part of the Rugby Cup Final) and we land-

ed on time. 

We were able to use the Air New Zealand lounge for an hour before we went to our gate for the Delta flight to Los Angeles. Here we had 

to get our boarding passes (they could not be issued in Auckland) but ran into an issue that was quite disconcerting for a while. The agent 

asked us if we had any other passport than the one presented as the Australian authorities were not recognizing the ones we had. Obvi-

ously our answer was “No” but it still took the best part of the hour before flight time to get us cleared to travel. We were assured sever-

al times that “this has been happening a lot” since Australia introduced stricter controls at the beginning of November, but it was a nerv-

ous time nevertheless.  

We did eventually board and, although there was a 45-minute delay in departure (unrelated to our problem!), we were on our way to 

LAX. The flight was to be a “quick” 13 hours and 8 minutes so connections in Los Angeles were not an issue. So we settled in for a long 

rest and three meals as we crossed the Pacific Ocean. It was a generally smooth flight and we were in Los Angeles soon after the sched-

uled arrival time of 7:30 – still Saturday morning; in fact 1 ½ hours earlier than the time we had left Auckland according to the clock. 

Immigration and Customs went smoothly but we then had a long walk from the International Terminal to our departure terminal. Howev-

er, we had four hours layover here so there was no rush and we were soon settled in the Alaska Airlines lounge for about three hours. 

Time to catch up on reading and computer work; we had both slept well on the incoming flight so we weren’t feeling tired….. yet. 

We both slept some after dinner on the final leg and we were soon picking up the car in Cincinnati for the 45-minute drive home after a 

wonderful trip to New Zealand. 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

While in New Zealand we saw quite a bit of publicity for a referendum coming up which will possibly result in a new national flag. Every-

one we talked to about it seemed to think it a waste of time and could list several better ways to spend the country’s finances. Those that 

knew a little about it thought that the move was intended to minimize the connection to the British Crown by eliminating the Union Flag 

on the New Zealand version.  Or they thought it a move to draw more of a distinction between theirs and the Australian flag. Either way, 

it seemed like a statement on greater independence for New Zealand. 

Nobody we spoke to knew exactly how or when the vote would take place so here is the official government publication on the process. 

Soon, you’ll get to vote in two binding referendums on the future of the New Zealand flag. First, between 

20 November and 11 December 2015, you’ll be invited to vote in a referendum on the question If the 

New Zealand flag changes, which flag would you prefer? You’ll be asked to rank the five 

alternative flag designs selected through the Flag Consideration process. 

Then, in March 2016, there will be another referendum to choose between the most preferred option from 

the first referendum and the current flag. The flag that receives the most votes in the second referendum 

will be the official flag of New Zealand. 

These will be postal referendums, so your voting papers will be sent in the mail. Look out for your voting 

paper from November 20. Only those who were enrolled by November 19 are able to take part in the first 

referendum.  
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Will we see a new flag the next time we visit New Zealand and, if so, what will it look like? For the record here are the con-

tenders together with the existing flag. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As of late November 2015, the unofficial polling suggested that the majority of New Zealanders were in favor of retaining the 

existing flag—so we shall see when the votes are counted in March of next year. 
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