
Cruising in Indonesia 

Thursday December 17 

We are currently docked on the north side of the Island of Bali, our second port of call in In-

donesia. We left home on Monday (December 7) evening and arrived in Singapore in the 

very early hours of Thursday morning. 

We had two full days in Singapore and we spent most of them sitting on the Hop on/Hop off 

bus. Since we have visited Singapore many times we decided that this would be an easy and 

relaxing way to see many of the places we had visited in the past – and some that we had 

missed. It was a great way to get over jet lag before starting our cruise. 

The Azamara Quest left Singapore late on Saturday evening and we then had two days 

(three nights) cruising the Java Sea and South China Sea. Sunday was sunny for much of the 

day but clouds rolled in towards evening. On Monday the seas were quite rough and it 

rained very hard, such that the outside decks were off limits for much of the day. 

Tuesday was our first shore excursion during which we visited a museum, a rather splendid 

Dutch Colonial office building (built originally as Railway Headquarters), a Buddhist Temple 

and old (1753) church – and, of course, a 

Batik Factory designed to separate tourist 

from their money! 

Unfortunately, our tour guide was very 

poor so we didn’t get much out of each of 

the sites visited. Her English was poor, her 

knowledge limited and she virtually 

pushed us through at each of the stop. 

Many on the excursion were as disap-

pointed as us and I was third in line to reg-

ister our complaint. 

Wednesday was another day at sea (calm waters and cloudy) so a chance to catch up on 

reading, journals, etc and attend one of the onboard lectures. At 3pm we witnessed the 

“Crossing the Equator” ceremony which had been postponed from Monday due to inclem-

ent weather. We avoided the actual dunkings but it was a fun 30 minute program to watch. 

We also made brief visits to one of the several cafes and in the evening we dined at the sec-

ond of the specialty restaurants; this time Italian. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today (Thursday) we went on another tour from the northern part of the island of Bali and 

visited several Buddhist temples and an interesting museum where ancient writings on palm 

leaves are being copied and restored to 

retain the teachings of monks from cen-

turies ago. 

 

 

We learned that the island of Bali is 95% 

Hindu as compared with the rest of the 

country which is almost entirely Muslim. 

It wasn’t clear exactly why this one island 

was so different from the other 200 that 

form Indonesia. Whatever the reason, it 

presented us the visitor with some beautiful places to visit and we saw shrines by the dozen 

as we drove along the coastal road. 

Tomorrow is another day at sea before we make a shore trip to see the Komodo dragon – 

we hope! 

More later, 

Bob and Molly 
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